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Manila to get a large number of lighters filled with sand to
defend the water line of the Castillo, (which could not move)
against the enemy's shells and torpedoes. At 10 A. M. on the
29th I left Subic with the vessels of my squadron, towing the
Castillo, by the transport Manila,

In the afternoon of the same day we anchored in the Gulf
of Canacao in 8 meters of water. On the following morning
we anchored in line of battle, the Cristina, Castilla, Don Juan
de Austria., Don Antonio de Ulloa, Luzon, Cuba, and Marques
del DuerOy while the transport Manila was sent to the Roads of
Bacoor, where the Velasco and Lew were undergoing repairs.

At 7 p. M. I received a telegram from Subic announcing
that the enemy's squadron had entered the port at 3, reconnoi-
tering, doubtless seeking our ships, and from there they sailed
with course for Manila.

The mail steamer Isla Mindanao arrived in the bay. I ad-
vised her captain to save his vessel by going to Singapore, as
the enemy could not get into the entrance probably before
midnight. As he was not authorized from the trans-Atlantic
he did not do so, and then I told him that he could anchor in
shallow water as near as possible to Bacoor.

At midnight gun fire was heard off Corregidor, and at 2 on
the morning of the 1st of May I received telegraphic advices
that the American vessels were throwing their search lights at
the batteries of the entrance, with which they had exchanged
several shots. I notified the commanding general of the arse-
nal, Senor Sostoa, and the general-governor of the plaza, Cap-
tain Senor Garcia Pana, that they should prepare themselves.
I directed all the artillery to be loaded, and all the sailors and
soldiers to go to their stations for battle, soon to receive the
enemy.

This is all that occurred since I sailed to Subic until the
entrance of the American squadron into the bay of Manila.

THE   ARRIVAL  OF THE  ENEMY

The squadron being disposed for action, fires spread, and
everything in proper place, we waited for the enemy's arrival.
All the vessels, having been painted dark gray color, had taken was incorrect, I returned with the squadron to the at-
